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LIBRARY BUREAU STEEL BOOKSTACK 


TRADEMARK 


A freestanding but rigid bookstack that resists motion or distortion 
is a true unit type bookstack . .. it’s a LIBRARY BUREAU Steel Bookstack! 

Only Liprary Bureau integrally joins a unique steel stabilizer to 
the uprights of the bookstack to provide permanently stable rigidity. 
As a result, even if shelves are loaded unevenly, there is not the slight- 
est vertical deflection or horizontal variance from the original setting. 

It’s a true unit type bookstack because you still have interchangeable 
shelves of various widths. And naturally, there are the cost-saving 
advantages of standard construction. 

Yet, there’s more — an eighth shelf — which may be easily attached 
on standard 90” high uprights. You'll require fewer units to accommo- 
date your present books or this eighth shelf can be added later as 
your collection increases. 


Write for full details in a colorfully illustrated brochure LB741. - 


FRooveiniartee Floreat 


OIVESIGN: OF SHERRY SAND CORPORATION 535 St. Paul Place, Baltimore 2, Maryland 
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MARYLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 


The Scholarship Committee is happy to announce that there are funds 
available for library school education not only by interest free loans, but also for 
outright grants. 

The Joseph Ruzicka company has given to the Maryland Library Association 
one thousand dollars to use for education in library service of any Maryland 
residents. The Scholarship Committee has decided that it would be most useful 
to award outright grants of not less than five hundred dollars to qualified candi- 
dates. The eligibility requirements are: 1. The applicant must be a Maryland 
resident. 2. Must show proof of acceptance by an accredited library school, and 
3. Must also agree to work for at least two years in a Maryland library if a 
suitable position is available upon graduation. 

The Scholarship Loan Fund also has money available for interest free loans 
up to five hundred dollars to be used for library school education. 

For further information or for application blanks for either or both of these 
funds contact: 





Jeannette A. Cabeen 

Chairman Scholarship Committee 
Maryland Library Association 
Johns Hopkins University Library 
Charles and 34th Street 

Baltimore 18, Maryland 


Nominations for 
The Laura Ingalls Wilder Award 


All members of the Children’s Services Division of ALA are invited to submit, 
by June 1, 1959, nominations for the recipient of the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award. 
From these nominations the committee will prepare the ballot for final vote by 
the membership in October, 1959. The award will be given during the annual 
conference in Montreal, June, 1960. 

The terms of the award are: 

“THE LAURA INGALLS WILDER MEDAL SHALL BE AWARDED 
TO AN AUTHOR OR ILLUSTRATOR WHOSE BOOKS, PUBLISHED 
IN. THE UNITED STATES, HAVE OVER A PERIOD OF YEARS 
MADE A SUBSTANTIAL AND LASTING CONTRIBUTION TO LITER- 
ATURE FOR CHILDREN. 

The recipient of the award shall be determined by a vote of the member- 
ship of the Children’s Services Division. A nominating vote by the mem- 
bership shall be taken every five years by a special awards committee 
appointed for a two year period by the Chairman of the Children’s Services 
Division. In the second year the committee shall have the responsibility, 
within the terms of the award, for preparing the ballot from the member- 
ship nominations and for submitting the ballot to the membership for 
the final vote. If the membership vote shows no clear majority, the 
award shall be withheld.” 

Send nominations to: 


Miss Rosemary E. Livsey 
Los Angeles Public Library 
630 W. Fifth Street 

Los Angeles 17, California 
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MARYLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Annual Meeting | 
Sheraton-Belvedere Hotel, Baltimore, Maryland 
April 24 and 25, 1959 
TODAY'S READERS! TOMORROW'S LEADERS! 


Friday, April 24 
9:30 a.m.—*REGISTRATION (Twelfth Floor) 


10:30 a.m.—_GENERAL SESSION (Assembly Room) 
Presiding, Miss Sarah F. Cockey, President, MLA 
“THEY SAID IT COULDN’T BE DONE!” 
Mrs. Lura Gibbons Currier, Director, Mississippi Library Commission 
Trustee: Mrs. John T. King, Jr., Trustee and Member, Library Com- 
mittee, Peabody Institute of the City of Baltimore 


12:30 p.m.—_LUNCHEON (Jubilee Room) 

Presiding, Miss Janet Stevens, Branch Librarian, Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, Baltimore, Maryland 

“FREEDOM OF INQUIRY” 
Mrs. Margaret G. Twyman, Director, Community Relations, Motion 

Picture Association of America 

Trustee: Mrs. Walter J. Hall, Trustee, Prince Georges County Memo- 

rial Library 


3:00 p.m.—BUSINESS MEETING (Assembly Room) 
Presiding, Miss Sarah F. Cockey, President, MLA 


6:00 p.m.—EXHIBITORS’ RECEPTION for MLA Members (Jubilee Room) 


7:15 p.m.—DINNER (Jubilee Room) 
Presiding, Mr. John H. Berthel, Librarian, Johns Hopkins University 
“POETRY AND PEOPLE” 
Dr. Paul Hamilton Engle, Author, Poet, Professor of Creative Writ- 
ing, University of Iowa, Iowa City 
Author: Mr. Elliott Coleman, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md. 
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Saturday, April 25 


8:30 am.—**CATALOGING CLINIC (Room 214) 
9:15 a.m.—*REGISTRATION (Twelfth Floor) 


10:00 a.m.—DIVISION MEETINGS (Meeting rooms to be announced) 


ADULT SERVICES DIVISION 
Presiding, Miss Elizabeth Hage, President 
Business Meeting 
Program Meeting 
Presiding, Mr. H. Thomas Walker, Chairman 
“New Directions in Library Legislation” 
Miss Germaine Krettek, ALA, Washington, D. C. 
“Mission to Pakistan” 
Mr. George B. Moreland, Director, Montgomery County Libraries, 
Maryland 
CHILDREN’S—YOUNG PEOPLE’S DIVISION 
Presiding, Miss Barbara S. Moody, President 
Business Meeting 
Program Meeting 
Presiding, Miss Lois E. Wrisley, Chairman 
“The Space Age School Library” 
Miss Coral E. Melson, Director, Library Education, State Teachers’ 
College, Millersville, Pennsylvania 
COLLEGE AND RESEARCH DIVISION 
Presiding, Mr. Robert Bailey, President 
Business Meeting 
Program Meeting 
Presiding, Mrs. Virginia J. Richardson, Chairman 
“The Role of the Library in the Junior College” 
Dr. Theodore H. Wilson, President, University of Baltimore, Mary- 
land 


12:30 p.m.—LUNCHEON (Jubilee Room) 


Presiding, Mr. Arthur H. Parsons, Author, Director, Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, Baltimore 

“LIVING ENJOYMENT OF OUR FOLK TRADITIONS” 

Dr. Richard Chase, Author, Beech Creek, North Carolina 

Author: Miss Peggy Sullivan, Children’s Librarian, Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, Baltimore 


ADJOURNMENT 


*Registration: 75¢, one day; $1.00, two days, for benefit of MLA Scholarship Fund. 
**Cataloging Clinic: Conducted by Maryland members of the Maryland, Virginia 


and District of Columbia Regional Group of Catalogers and 
Classifiers. Coffee and buns will be served at a cost of fifty 
cents per person. MLA members who are not members of the 
group are cordially invited to attend. All wishing to attend, 
group members or otherwise, should notify Paula Kieffer, 
Peabody Institute Library, 17 E. Mt. Vernon Place, Baltimore 
2, Maryland by April 20. 


EXHIBITS—An exhibit of new equipment, supplies and books will be located ad- 
jacent to the Assembly Room. 
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1959 National Library Week in Maryland 
April 12-18 


by Miss DorotHy W. JEFFERSON, 
Librarian, Cecil County Library, Elkton, and Executive Director, 
National Library Week in Maryland 


If you drive through New York City, Philadelphia, Wilmington then on 
down route 40, make a swing around seven Maryland Counties and Baltimore 
City, you will see no less than 65 billboards proclaiming National Library Week. 
They demand that you “Wake Up! Take Time To Read!” This is the result of 
work done by the State Committee for NLW in Maryland. 


All of these posters were printed by the Globe Company in Baltimore at a 
nominal charge and posted on boards furnished without charge by several outdoor 
advertisers. Of great assistance to the committee was Mr. B. B. Martin of Cecil 
County who spearheaded this project. He is a recent award winner for public 
service and owner of the B. B. Martin Outdoor Advertising Company. Mr. Martin 
also contributed $100.00 to help reduce the printing expenses. The neighboring 
states welcomed the opportunity to take advantage of this important medium and 
bought 20 of the posters designed and printed in Maryland. Outdoor Advertisers 
in New York, Pennsylvania and Delaware gave the same free space and posting 
as did the Maryland Companies. 


Mrs. John P. Phillips, Chairman of the Poster and Billboard State Sub-com- 
mittee, designed an adaptation of the National poster to billboard proportions. 
The Maryland tag-line “Take Time To Read” was added to the poster as suggested 
by Mrs. John Loizeaux, chairman of the State Subcommittee on Publicity. 


The State Committee headed by Mr. Albert D. Hutzler, Jr. was made up of 
16 members including both professional and lay people. Miss Sarah Cockey, 
President of the Maryland Library Association acted as liaison between the Asso- 
ciation and the NLW Maryland Committee. Miss Janet R. T. Stevens, incoming 
President, was secretary to the State Committee. Chairmen of the State Sub- 
committees and their members promoted important projects with statewide 
coverage. 


Miss Elizabeth Hodges, supervisor of School Libraries in Baltimore County, 
was NLW chairman of Schools. Miss Hodges organized a state-wide poster contest 
for all school children. Approved by Dr. Pullen, State Superintendent of Schools, 
over 1200 letters were sent out to public, parochial and private school principals. 
Each county is to select the 3 best posters from elementary, Junior and Senior 
High Schools. The winners in each county are to receive as prize a trip to Wash- 
ington. Included in the letters to principals were contest rules, suggestions for 
NLW observance and aims of the week. Miss Hodges also wrote an excellent 
article which appeared in the middle spread of the March issue of “The Maryland 
Teacher”. Announcements were made at the winter meeting in Baltimore to 
300 school librarians and supervisors. 
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An interesting tie-in was accomplished by Mrs. Carl Robinson, Vice Presi- 
dent of the Maryland Congress of Parents and Teachers. Mrs. Robinson sent 
out several letters to all PTA County Council Presidents and local PTA Presidents 
urging NLW participation and the use of the posters in the contest at April 
PTA meetings. Presentation of ribbons and selection of winners in each school 
by the local PTA’s was suggested as well as the financing of the trip to Wash- 
ington for poster winners. A list of NLW ideas for PTA groups also went with 
a mailing to 633 local PTA presidents throughout the state. Mrs. Robinson 
wrote an excellent article for the official bulletin of the Maryland Congress of 
Parents and Teachers and made announcements at state and county meetings 
publicizing NLW participation. 


Mrs. John Loizeaux, NLW Chairman of T.V. Radio and Newspaper Publicity 
Sub-committee, suggested a state-wide photography contest and Mr. Robert Ake, 
Miss Kate Coplan, Miss Evelyn Levy, Miss Janet Stevens, other members of the 
Publicity Committee, took charge of the project. 


The Baltimore Camera Club consented to sponsor the project and Miss 
Coplan had leaflets printed to publicize the event. The general theme is “Books, 
Reading, Library Facilities and Services” and is open to all residents of Maryland. 
Prizes of $100, $50, and $25 United States bonds will be awarded to the three 
winners. The bonds were donated by Albert D. Safro of Baltimore. Twenty 
merit ribbons will also be presented and these with the three winning photographs 
will be exhibited in the Enoch Pratt Free Library windows. 


Miss Coplan has also been busy promoting the second Book and Author 
Luncheon in celebration of National Library Week. It is sponsored by the Balti- 
more Sunpapers and the Enoch Pratt Free Library. It will be held on April 11th at 
12:30 P. M., in the Emerson Hotel. The principal speakers will. be Supreme 
Court Justice William O. Douglas, Emily Kimbrough and William H. Whyte, Jr. 


Mrs. Loizeaux as Publicity Chairman arranged to have Governor Tawes sign 
the National Library Week Proclamation. This was signed at the State House 
on March 10th. The proclamation was beautifully lettered in Old English by 
Mrs. Julia Jones of the Baltimore County Library and will be displayed in the 
windows of Hutzler Brothers’ downtown store in Baltimore during NLW. 


Mrs. Loizeaux also arranged for many radio spot announcements and tele- 
vision programs to be shown before and during the week. Mrs. Loizeaux and 
her committee also made arrangements for the day in Washington to be awarded 
the three poster contest winners from each County. 


Miss Helen Clark, Director of the State Division of Library Extension and 
NLW chairman of State Organizations sent out letters to representatives of the 
Maryland Council on Education which includes business, civic, farm, labor, social 
and veteran organizations. Along with her letter Miss Clark also sent special 
program suggestions to be used in club meetings as well as aims of the Week. 


Miss Nettie Taylor, State Supervisor of County and’ Institutional Libraries, 
contacted librarians throughout the state urging the appointment of a local 
citizen’s chairman to head community observances. 


Miss Dorothy Reeder, librarian of Towson State Teachers College, and NLW 
State Chairman for Colleges, Universities and City Colleges, wrote to the presi- 
dent of each institution stating the purposes of the week and giving suggestions 
for the celebration in their libraries. 
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As can be seen, the State Committee was a hard working group that really 
produced. We feel sure that the results will prove that almost everybody in 
Maryland will have heard of NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK and that at least 
half of them will WAKE UP and TAKE TIME TO READ more. 


PUBLICITY: RADIO, TV, AND NEWSPAPER: 
Baltimore 


SUNDAY, APRIL 12 
WBAL-TV—PATCHES SHOW Suet 10:00-11:00 A. M. 
Skit using Baltimore County youngsters as favorite book characters 
WAQE-RADIO—Afternoon “Brooks Funeral Home Hour” 
using taped interview with Baltimore County Librarian 


MONDAY, APRIL 13 
WMAR-TV—Sylvia Scott’s “GET-TO-GETHER” sina SOOHOCUe Ee Me. 
Interview with “Christopher Billopp” (Frank Beirne, Baltimore County 
author) and Sister Maura, Poetess from Notre Dame. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 14—Spot announcements 
WBAL 
WMAR 
WCBM 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15 ™ 
WJZ-TV—Jack Wells “CLOSE-UP” 7 to 9 A.M. 
Interview with John Steadman, Baltimore County author of Your Baltimore 
Colts 


THURSDAY, APRIL 16 
WMAR-TV and Radio—DIALING FOR DOLLARG........ eens 9:40 A.M. 
Taped for sound recording of the busy hour at the Towson Public Library. 
This is done by TV personality making phone call and letting public 
listen in. 
WMAR-TV—Ann Mar’s “WOMAN’S ANGLE” 1:00 P.M. 
Interview with author (undecided) 


FRIDAY, APRIL 17 
WJZ-TV—Spot announcements 


SATURDAY, APRIL 18 

WCBM-RADIO—FAMILY FORUM—Panel discussion on reading 9:15 A.M. 
2 teen-agers from Baltimore County 
2 teen-agers from Baltimore City 

WMAR-TV—Eleanor Arnett Nash’s “YOUTH SPEAKS”................c000 12:45 P.M. 
2 teen-agers from Baltimore County 
2 teen-agers from Baltimore City 

WJZ-TV—Buddy Dean Show—3:00 P.M. 
2 teen-agers from Baltimore County 
2 teen-agers from Baltimore City 
Skit and quiz with books as prizes 
Original dance using 3 sixth grade couples from Baltimore County school 

WAQE-RADIO (TOWSON) will use “spots” of Baltimore County children 
and adults throughout THE WEEK—these will be taped several weeks 
ahead 

Sometime during THE WEEK an article about BOB TURLEY, famous Baltimore 

Countian, and his two boys “reading” (picture) will appear on the feature 
page of THE EVENING SUN. 
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National Library Week April 12-18, 1959 
MARYLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIA TION 
Citizens’ Chairmen of local Committees 


Allegheny County 


Mrs. Richard Johnson 
729 La Vale Terrace 
La Vale, Maryland 
Mr. William McKee 
82 La Vale Blvd. 

La Vale, Maryland 


Anne Arundel 


Mrs. Bradford McGuire 
Amberly 
Annapolis, Maryland 


Baltimore 


Mrs. John D. Loizeaux 
15 Burnbrae Rd. 
Towson 4, Maryland 


Baltimore City 


Mr. Warren Stroh, 
District Manager 

The Equitable Life Assurance 
Society 

2 East Read Street 

Baltimore 2, Maryland 

Mr. Robert Graves, Co-Chairman 

McCormick & Company, Inc. 

Light and Barre 

Baltimore, Maryland 

Mr. Thomas Offutt 

First National Bank 

Light and Redwood 

Baltimore, Maryland 

Mrs. Eleanora Lynn 

Enoch Pratt Free Library 

400 Cathedral Street 

Baltimore 1, Maryland 





Cecil 


Mrs. Eugene Thornton 
Middle Neck Rd. 
Elkton, Maryland 
Frederick County 
Miss Annabelle Lundgren 
Box 422 
Frederick, Maryland 
Mrs. Ernest P. Hammaker, 
Librarian 
Thurmont Public Library 
Thurmont, Maryland 
Garrett 
Mrs. Goldie Bittle, Librarian 
Southern Garrett County 
Jr.-Sr. H. S. 
Oakland, Maryland 
Harford 
Mr. H. Kemp Mitchell, President 
Commercial and Savings Bank 
Bel Air, Maryland 
Queen Anne 


Mrs. Robert Hoopes, Jr. 

Centerville, Maryland 
Talbot County 

Mr. William A. B. Paul 

Miles Ruin Neck 

Easton, Maryland 
Washington 


Mr. Donald Williams 
Potomac Edison Company 
Hagerstown, Maryland 


Wicomico 


Mrs. Stanley Levering 
Wicomico County Library 
Salisbury, Maryland 
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EPFL - MLA SPONSOR R-DAY, NLW 


by Miss PEGGY SULLIVAN, 


Schools Service Consultant, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore 


Midway in National Library Week, the Enoch Pratt Free Library and the 
Maryland Library Association will co-sponsor a Recruitment Day, Wednesday, 
April 15 at the Pratt Central Library, 400 Cathedral Street, Baltimore. The 
planning committee has invited deans and librarians from thirty colleges in the 
state, as well as three students from each college. The guests will attend a 
morning program highlighting various phases of librarianship from the viewpoints 
of librarians working in special, school, university, army and public libraries. Mr. 
Henry Rawles, a pre-professional assistant in the Industry and Science department 
at Pratt, will present his views as a pre-professional looking toward library school 
and a library career, and Mrs. Doris Stotz, a Pratt children’s librarian, will demon- 
strate the use of foreign picture books with a second grade class. 


Following an intermission after the morning program, the group will attend 
the noon-hour talk, a weekly feature of the library, when Mr. Paul Clarkson, a 
Baltimore author and scholar, will speak on “The Pleasures of Reading”. A box 
lunch will be served in the Staff Lounge, with Book Fair booths manned by Pratt 
young adult librarians in the background. Tours of the central library will depart 
from the lounge, and guides will place special emphasis on the behind-the-scenes 
departments, including processing and exhibits. 


The group will gather again in the auditorium following the tours, and the 
day will close as administrators discuss and answer questions about future open- 
ings in libraries, salary scales, requirements for employees, and other practical 
considerations for prospective recruits. 


Response to the invitations has been immediate and enthusiastic. Luncheon 
and tour accommodations could be made for a maximum of 120 people, and the 
committee received acceptances from seventy-four college representatives. Par- 
ticipants in the morning and afternoon sessions will boost the attendance total to 
almost one hundred. The planning committee has included representatives from 
Pratt and MLA, and the Baltimore unit of the Special Libraries Association has 
contributed recruiting pamphlets on special libraries. Recruitment Day partici- 
pants will receive packets of recruiting pamphlets and flyers. 


Here is the complete program for the day: 


10:00-10:30 Registration of guests 
10:30-12:15 Program—Auditorium 
Master of ceremonies: Miss Howard Hubbard, Enoch Pratt 
Welcome: Miss Sarah Cockey, MLA President and Mr. Arthur H. Parsons, 
Jr., Pratt Director 
Speakers: Mrs. Ruth Howard, Special Services, Fort Meade 
Mrs. Alice Rusk, Baltimore Public School Libraries 
Mr. Howard Rovelstad, University of Maryland 
Mrs. Doris Stotz, Enoch Pratt 
Mr. Henry Rawles, Enoch Pratt 
Miss Howard Hubbard, Enoch Pratt 
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Mr. P. W. Filby, Peabody 
Miss Geneva Robinson, Baltimore County Public Library 
12:30-1:15 Noon Hour Talk—Auditorium 
Speaker: Mr. Paul Clarkson—The Pleasures of Reading 
1:15-2:15 Luncheon—Staff Lounge 
2:15-3:15 Tours of the Library 
3:15-4:00 Program—Auditorium 
Panel moderator: Mr. H. Thomas Walker, Enoch Pratt 
Panelists: 
Miss Mae Graham, Div. of Library Extension 
Mrs. Ruth Howard—Special Services, Fort Meade 
Miss Mary L. Huber, Enoch Pratt 
Mr. Frank N. Jones, Peabody 
Mr. Walter Kee, Glenn L. Martin Company 
Mr. Richard D. Minnich, Baltimore County Public Library 





A Union List of Serials for Maryland 


by P. W. FIiisy, 


Editor, Peabody Library, Baltimore 


Until 19380 the Peabody Library probably held the finest collection of serials 
in Maryland, but for various reasons, mainly financial, it became necessary to 
discontinue many sets. Unhappily a great number of inaccurate and incomplete 
entries were included in the 1942 edition of Gregory, and many post-war inter- 
library loan requests for material no longer held could not be fulfilled. 


Because so few libraries had contributed to Gregory, and only three to the 
Library of Congress New Serial Titles it was felt that Maryland sorely needed 
a Union List of its own. The Peabody collection was often used by Baltimore 
libraries and they too often remarked that a Union List would be worthwhile. 


At meetings of the newly formed Maryland Chapter of the Reference Services 
Division the question of a list was discussed and following a few tentative enquiries 
it seemed that such a list would be welcomed. During November and December 
160 libraries in the State were asked to cooperate, and by the end of February 
1959 no fewer than 90 libraries had sent their lists or had intimated their willing- 
ness to participate. The breakdown: is extremely interesting: 


Type Contacted Cooperating 
Medical 25 19 Note: Estimated titles available _ 51,000 
Special & Misc. 37 27 Promised 41,000 
Univ. & Colleges 37 24 Of the 160 libraries contacted 9 re- 
Public 30 5 fused and 61 did not reply (4 no longer 
Govt. & Services 27 15 existed) 

156 90 


(Totals vary from week to week) 


With the exception of Maryland University, College Park, all major libraries 
are participating, and so there is every reason to believe that this will be a most 
successful venture. The 66 noncooperating libraries represent only 10,000 titles 
(with over half of these belonging to College Park): It is a pity that only 5 of 
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the 30 public libraries saw fit to reply to the circulars but perhaps this was occa- 
sioned by the feeling that their holdings would not warrant inclusion. To a cer- 
tain extent this is true, but since it is a finding list every holding is of value to 
potential users. With the Welch and Maryland University Medical Libraries 
cooperating medical holdings are virtually complete. Replies from scientific 
libraries have proved slightly disappointing, especially when it is realized that 
union lists in other states are often sponsored by scientific institutions. Johns 
Hopkins Library, although unable to offer any assistance, has made its records 
available, and Enoch Pratt, with easily the largest collection, is cooperating to 
the full. For the staff there it is a tremendous undertaking but reports of 
progress are encouraging. 


A committee composed of Miss Martha Peters and Miss Marion Bell (Enoch 
Pratt), Miss Martha Hubbard (J. H. U.), Miss Anne Edmonds (Goucher), Mrs. 
Jean Jung and Miss Ann de Jong (Peabody), and P. W. Filby as editor and 
chairman, has considered style, format and content. Throughout, all decisions 
have been made with a view to publication, either by printing or by an off-set 
method. After some discussion on the definition of a serial the Committee has 
arrived at this version: 

“A serial must be published periodically and/or issued in successive 
parts; it is not to be superseded by forthcoming editions. It must have 
a definite system of numbering; it must have no stated or logical ending.” 


In preparation for final editing the Editor visited the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission in Tennessee and saw at first hand the Oak Ridge Committee at work. 
Note was taken of the snags and difficulties encountered by a hard working team. 
There a committee produced a list with 3,300 different titles in less than a year. 
Contact was also made with members of the New Jersey Union List Committee. 
Here interesting details of costs were freely given. 


Throughout the project has had the wholehearted support of the Peabody 
Library Director (Mr. F. N. Jones). The Library has provided the cards and 
the card cabinet, and much of the spare time of the reference staff is devoted 
to the early phase of the compilation. For various reasons about a dozen 
libraries have been unable to produce lists, but because it was felt that their 
holdings warranted inclusion the Editor has visited libraries and made lists on 
the spot. These include the Naval Academy, US Naval Engineering Experiment 
Station, and the Maryland State Libraries in Annapolis; the USDA Plant Industry 
and Dairy Libraries at Beltsville; the Bar and Maryland University Law Libraries 
in Baltimore. In all there were 3,700 entries. Another six await assistance. 


Cooperating libraries have been given a U.C. symbol by the Library of 
Congress. Mr. Schwegmann and his staff have provided these symbols almost at 
a minute’s notice thereby reducing any waiting period for the compilers. 


Of necessity in the initial stages it has been possible for only a few members 
to work on the catalog. To date the catalog contains 5,500 different titles and 
an additional 9,000 holding cards. About 6,000 holdings await incorporation, and 
a further 25,000 are expected in the next six months. Much of this work ‘has 
been done by Miss Ann de Jong. Already members of the Chapter and SLA are 
assisting in the preparation of the histories, and the Committee would appreciate 
further offers of help with the histories and straight typing. 


The Committee intends to close the lists at 31 May, and to ask all libraries 
to send their final lists not later than 1 September 1959. 
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Translating Community Study into Action 
A Report of Activities in the Wicomico County Library 


by Mrs. LuciLe M. Hors ey, Librarian 


The Wicomico County Library has completed its third year as the pilot library 
in Maryland for the Library-Community Project. As a part of this project we 
undertook an intensive study of our community. During the first two years the 
library staff, Board of Library Trustees, and volunteer citizens spent much time 
and effort in collecting information on the activities, needs, and concerns of the 
community with the hope that out of increased understanding of the adult inter- 
ests and needs might come a more effective library program. 


In collecting the data on Wicomico County, information was gathered from 
U. S. Census reports and other printed sources, from interviews with heads of 
governmental agencies, from a survey of more than 90 Salisbury and county 
organizations, from meetings with citizens’ committees in all sections of the county, 
and from discussion and interviews with other community representatives. 


Within the library an analysis was made of the book collection, the book cir- 
culation over several months was evaluated in terms of use, and 500 library bor- 
rowers participated in a survey to determine who used the library and for what 
purpose. 


Community study and library program activities, resulting from the study are 
so interwoven that it is difficult to find any sharp line where study ends and pro- 
gramming begins. Library programming in the light of findings, involves several 
steps: (1) organization of study data in terms of the needs that have been shown; 
(2) analysis and evaluation of the information in terms of the library’s role; (3) 
assessing the library’s capacity in terms of staff, skills, materials; (4) deciding on 
future and long-range activities that the library can undertake; and (5) making 
a start in terms of the overall goals and the long-range program. 


The study data showed evidence of six or seven educational needs that seem 
paramount, including problems relating to: race relations, aging, suburban develop- 
ment, lack of educational opportunity for certain adults and groups, lack of inter- 
est and/or information on government, civic and cultural affairs, inadequate coping 
with problems and needs of youth, lack of stimulating organization programs and 
member participation. 


In order to help determine where emphasis should be placed in formulating 
plans for the library program activities the heads of the governmental agencies, 
who had been interviewed early in the study, were invited to meet with the library 
staff to discuss the needs and concerns of the community as shown by the study. 


At the meeting each member of the group was presented with a “Chart on 
Problems and Concerns Collected from the Study Data” listing (1) the need or 
concern; (2) educational needs indicated by the problem; (3) evidence of the 
problem as shown in study data; (4) community resources available in the problem 
area; (5) suggested library activities related to each problem. 


The group accepted without hesitation the validity of the needs and the value 
of discussing them. There was a feeling that these needs were county-wide respon- 
sibilities and not those of one agency alone. At the close of the discussion the 
group was asked to decide on the most pressing problem and each member of the 
group was polled. Juvenile delinquency was the first concern of almost everyone 
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present. However, there was a feeling that the library could probably work more 
effectively with the problem of organization programs than in any other area. 


The need for improvement in organization programs had received considerable 
emphasis from various sources during the study, as well as in the meeting with the 
heads of the governmental agencies. This seemed to be the first concern the library 
should consider in planning the library program activities. This selection was not 
necessarily made on the basis of importance but was influenced somewhat by the 
library’s ability to undertake the additional activities involved at this time. 


Before the study had been completed the library staff had begun to select 
materials for purchase in the subject fields indicated by the needs and concerns 
being shown in the data collected. With the need for improvement of organization 
programs as the first place of emphasis in the library’s activity program a con- 
centrated effort was made to locate and add additional books and pamphlets on 
program techniques. Other materials suitable for program use such as slides, 
mounted reproductions of famous paintings and maps were also purchased. 


In order that the materials might prove useful to the largest number a special 
effort was made to inform the public of the fact they were available through the 
library. Letters were mailed to the presidents of 85 organizations in the county 
offering the services of the library. A bibliography “Be a Better Club Member” 
was enclosed to call special attention to the newly added materials. A special ex- 
hibit of books and pamphlets on “Developing Leadership” was displayed in a 
downtown store window. Several displays of books on program planning and leader- 
ship were used in the library. Radio spot announcements were used from time to 
time to call attention to the types of material in the library of interest to groups 
and organizations. 


Inquiries made by the library staff and data from the community study showed 
that relatively few groups were making use of discussion films and that the film 
resources of this area were limited. The Board of Trustees approved the purchase 
of a projector and screen if the library could make arrangements to provide the 
films. The cost of films made it impossible to consider direct purchase. A plan 
was worked out with the State Division of Library Extension which would provide 
eight to ten films for a two month period to be exchanged for a new selection at 
the end of that time, as well as filling specific group requests. 


The library film program was begun January 1958 with a film preview sched- 
uled for two consecutive evenings. “Let’s Talk About Films” was shown each eve- 
ning to introduce the audience to the proper use of discussion films. Copies of 
“Five Steps to Good Film Utilization” were mimeographed and distributed at the 
meeting and to groups using the library film service. The response to the film 
service was immediate and it has become a very active part of the library’s program. 
The library has a mailing list of 100 groups, organizations and governmental 
agencies who receive the annotated list of new films every two months. In addition, 
copies of the list are distributed at the desk to anyone who is interested. The 
library also provides a projector and operator for any film booked through the 
library. 


It was impossible for the staff to provide the film service without additional 
help. When the program was begun one half-time staff member was added to 
handle the film service and to work with organized groups in encouraging more 
extensive use of library services. As a result of a series of meetings with the 
Homemaker Clubs in one section of the county a number of requests for film serv- 
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ice have been received from churches in that section. This staff member has also 
taken over the planning and preparation of exhibits and displays both within and 
outside the library. Her services have been particularly helpful in encouraging the 
increased use of these library facilities: by the Negroes in the county. 


The library staff also has cooperated with groups and organizations in program 
planning, by meeting with program chairmen, providing displays and exhibits at 
special programs, preparing reading lists for distribution, etc. 


The increase in materials, publicity to encourage their use, and the addition 
of the film service were all keyed to the improvement of organization programs. 
One thing seemed to be needed—assistance in how to use the materials effectively. 
With fear and trembling the staff decided to hold a program planning institute. 


The Program Planning Institute was held in June 1958 with twenty-four organ- 
izations sending representatives. Mrs. Muriel Javelin gave the keynote address on 
the subject, “What Makes a Good Program.” Two types of panel discussions were 
presented, one involving role playing, showed a PTA program planning committee 
in action; the other demonstrated a discussion based on a common reading. For 
this discussion the report of the “McCabe” survey on Salisbury and Wicomico 
County governments with proposals for cooperation or merger were used. This 
not only served to demonstrate a technique but also showed the possibilities avail- 
able for an interesting program on local government. 


The use of films as a basis for group discussion was effectively demonstrated. 
The representatives also participated in a buzz session as an illustration of one 
method of stimulating group discussion. 


The library staff felt that the response to the institute was very good. Those 
attending indicated on their evaluation sheets they would be interested in attending 
another similar institute and that they found this one most helpful. 


We feel that the library’s help in meeting the need for improved programs is 
off to a good start. Plans for the future include expansion of the materials collec- 
tion, a workshop on publicity to be held in cooperation with the local newspaper, 
development of a community resources file. 


As a result of the Library-Community Project study the library is also making 
a special effort to meet the need for additional information on civic, cultural and 
governmental affairs. In cooperation with the Junior Woman’s Club the library now 
provides a monthly calendar of cultural and educational programs open to the 
public. Calls are made to a representative of the Junior Woman’s Club to check 
on dates open, then the information is turned over to the library for posting on 
the calendar. 


One of the members of the Board of Trustees made a special study of the 
organization of the county government for the local branch of the A.A.U.W. The 
library felt that a valuable contribution to the community could be made by having 
this information reproduced in suitable form and distributed to groups and organ- 
izations. The study was checked for accuracy by the County Commissioners and 300 
copies were reproduced by the library for distribution. This has met a real need 
since there is no other information in printed form available on the Wicomico 
County government. 


Arrangements were made with the local radio station to contribute free time 
for the Gilbert Highet program each Sunday evening. They also provided free 
time for a 15-minute book review program sponsored by the library under the 
title of “Book Parade.” 
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The library is considering sponsoring a series of film programs and the pos- 
sibilities of organizing a study group on art using the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
“Art Seminars in the Home” as a basis for the discussions. 


Though the most concentrated effort has been made in meeting the need for 
improvement of organization programs and in providing information on civic, cul- 
tural and governmental affairs, the library has not completely ignored the other 
needs revealed by the study. The concerns about aging, juvenile delinquency, and 
race relations have each come in for a share of attention if not for a full scale 
emphasis in the library program. Special attention has been given to the selection 
of books and pamphlets in each of these subject fields. Films have also been made 
available on these subjects. 


A bibliography on Aging has been prepared and was distributed in cooperation 
with the Social Security Agency. The library has shown several films at the 
Parsons Home for the Aged, Deers Head Hospital and to the Golden Age Club. 


The librarian is a member of the newly formed Wicomico Youth Commission 
which is making a study of juvenile delinquency. Two members of the library 
staff attended the workshop held recently to stimulate community-wide interest in 
seeking a solution to this problem. 


In the field of race relations the library has felt that the best policy at present 
is one of example. Library services are available to all races on the bookmobile 
and in the main library on equal basis. Special effort has been made to meet with 
Negro groups, to explain the library services, and to encourage their use. All 
library programs are open to everyone and persons of both races attended film 
previews, the meeting with government agency representatives and meetings of 
special interest groups or committees. 


The Library-Community Project has provided invaluable asistance to the 
library staff and the Board of Library Trustees in focusing attention on things 
that we were only vaguely aware of previously. It is still early to make a full 
evaluation of the results but judging from the response received the community is 
finding these additions to library resources and services a help in meeting some of 
their needs and concerns. During 1959 the library plans to repeat the process of 
circulation analysis conducted in 1956 as a part of the Library Study. Comparison 
with 1956 results should give an indication of whether these changes and additions 
are reflected in library use. 


Mission to Pakistan 


by GEORGE B. MORELAND, 


Director, Montgomery County Department of Public Libraries 


On the assumption that most who may read this know little more about 
Pakistan than we did in November, 1956, an account of our experiences there should 
be prefaced by a few pertinent facts about the most populous Muslim countrv in 
the world. Less than 12 years old, having been formed by the Partition of India 
in August, 1947, its population is now 88,000,000, ranking it fifth or sixth among 
all the nations of the world. It is divided into two parts, East and West Pakistan, 
separated by over 1,000 miles of India, with the population about equally divided. 
There are no rail connections between the two wings so that travel is by air and 
freight is by ship 2,600 miles through the Arabian Sea, the Indian Ocean and the 
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Bay of Bengal. The native language of East Pakistan is Bengali while that of 
West Pakistan is predominantly Urdu. However, one of the official languages of 
the country is English, fortunately, and this is the language in which all college 
and university courses are conducted. Approximately 85% of the population is 
illiterate. 


At the time of the Partition most of the administrative positions in the Asian 
subcontinent were held by Hindus so that their exodus to India left Pakistan without 
sufficient trained personnel. Hence, as part of its technical aid program for under- 
developed countries, the U. S. Government contracted with the University of Penn- 
sylvania for the latter to establish an Institute of Public and Business Administra- 
tion in cooperation with the University of Karachi. 


It was to this project I was assigned as Library Advisor with four principal 
objectives: 1) to set up a library at the Institute and select a Pakistani counterpart 
for graduate study in libarianship in the United States; 2) to advise in the organ- 
ization and development of the University of Karachi Library (established 1952) 
and to assist in planning a library building for the new campus outside Karachi; 
3) to establish a library school at the University of Karachi; and 4) to advise in 
the development of libraries and librarianship throughout Pakistan. 


With these objectives before us, we arrived in Karachi, the capital of the 
country, on December 30, 1956. The climate of Karachi, surrounded on three sides 
by the Sind Desert and on the fourth by the Arabian Sea, is hot. Even in December 
the temperature during the day regularly reaches 85° and gradually rises to 100° 
to 115° in May, June, July and August. With the heat there is the omnipresent 
dust which seeps through everything continually, blown either from the desert or 
from the streets and vacant lands where not a tree or blade of grass grows. It 
didn’t take long to realize the truth of the words in the song “Only mad dogs and 
Englishmen go out in the midday sun.” 


And the climate of libraries and libarianship was also of an order to which 
we were not accustomed. In all of Pakistan there were just four librarians with 
degrees in Library Science: Mr. Moid, University of Karachi (Michigan); Mr. 
Rahim, University of the Punjab at Lahore (Toronto); Mr. Subbuh, University of 
Peshawar (Western Reserve); and Mr. A. Elahi, East Pakistan Library at Dacca 
(Columbia). Three others had diplomas from the British Library Association: Mr. 
M. S. Khan, University of Dacca, Mr. Fazil Elahi, University of Rajshahi, and Mr. 
Qasi, Director of Libraries in the Pakistan Department of Education, now Librarian 
of SEATO at Bangkok. 


The status of librarians was (and is) low, both socially and economically. For 
the most part any one in charge of a library with the title librarian is considered 
nothing but a clerk, pronounced the British “clark,” a custodian of books for which 
he is personally financially liable for loss. (Stolen, not returned, worn out) No 
wonder, then, that, with the exception of the University of the Punjab and the 
University of Peshawar, all hooks are under padlock in almirahs, old fashioned 
glass fronted cabinets. This is true everywhere in libraries; government, college, 
departmental and school. There are no public libraries in our sense, the closest 
approach being the Punjab Public Library at Lahore which is a subscription library. 


WINTER-SPRING, 1958-59 17 


Just before our return the East Pakistan Public Library was opened in Dacca, but 
there no books are loaned. The only public library in all the Asian subcontinent 
is the Delhi Public Library, originally a joint venture of UNESCO and the Govern- 
ment of India, in which Mr. Nehru takes great personal interest. With a book- 
mobile and a reasonably adequate building and book collection, this library is 
doing a fine piece of work, proving that a public library along modern lines is 
practicable and popular. 


With the exception again of the University of Peshawar, there are no dictionary 
catalogs, most libraries having only an author catalog and a shelflist, the latter 
oftentimes wearing a second hat of a classified catalog. Really the only familiar 
library practice is the use of the Dewey Classification System, which is used in 
all libraries—or rather, in those libraries which go so far as to use any classification 
system. 


While it is true that the University of the Punjab and the University of Dacca 
each have about 150,000 books and manuscripts (and follow the national pastime 
of disputation between West and East Pakistan by counter claims as to the larger 
collection) most libraries outside of the university libraries have collections ranging 
from 5,000 to 10,000 books. In a study which Mr. Rahim made under the auspices 
of UNESCO, it was brought out that about 80% of all books are in English, the 
rest being in Urdu, Arabic, Bengali, Persian and assorted dialects. 


Fortunately for me the books for the Institute Library were all purchased and 
processed by the Lippincott Library of the Wharton School of Finance and Com- 
merce in Philadelphia. Naturally we purchased and processed Pakistan and Indian 
publications. The chief difficulty in operating the library was in obtaining satisfac- 
tory assistance. The idea of giving service in a library is not prevalent in Pakistan. 


To obtain a likely participant for training in the United States, we advertised 
throughout Pakistan. Because it was indicated that the successful applicant would 
have a year in the United States, we were deluged, some 150 hopefuls sending in 
documented applications with photostated copies of their diplomas all the way from 
elementary school through university, together with attested copies of “chits” from 
present and former employers. After a weeding out process, nine were called to 
Karachi for interview before the selection committee, which included the Vice- 
Chancellor of the University. Mr. Abdul Huq, of East Pakistan, was chosen, a 
fortunate selection. Some of you may have met him when he was in this country. 
Fluent in Bengali, Urdu and English and thus having at his command the three 
official languages of Pakistan, he has already proved himself to be a fine librarian. 


The University of Karachi Library is housed on part of the second and third 
floors of an old building in downtown Karachi, the rest of the building being used 
by the chemistry department, whose laboratories are on the ground floor. Until 
such time as a new building is completed on the new campus outside Karachi, 
probably not for five or six years, the library will continue to operate under de- 
pressing and distressing conditions. Before my arrival a firm of French architects 
was given requirements for the library building. When preliminary plans arrived 
in June of 1957, a building of seven stories had been planned at an estimated cost 
of 3,300,000 Rupees. After discussion and conferences, the Vice-Chancellor accepted 
the advice to reject the plans and request new ones based on requirements of no 
more than three floors with an estimated cost for approximately the same square 
footage of 1,700,000 Rupees with a considerably lower annual operating expenditure. 
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The University of Karachi had been carrying on a three month “certificate” 
course in library science for anyone employed in libraries. However in 1957 a 
“diploma” course was evolved, requiring a degree before entrance. The Faculty 
consisted of Mr. Moid, Mr. Qasi and myself. The two students of that first class 
who did the best work, Mr. Kurshid and Mr. Usmani, are now completing their 
work for a Master’; Degree in Library Science from Rutgers University. Their 
presence in the United States is probably due to my importuning the U. S. Educa- 
tional Foundation, the Asia Foundation and Rutgers for travel, maintenance and 
scholarship grants. The next year Mrs. Moreland joined us on the Faculty, teaching 
cataloging and classification. (Of course she had thought she was going to have a 
two years’ vacation in Pakistan but it didn’t work out that way, what with volun- 
teering for this teaching task as well as cataloging the Dow Medical College School 
of Nursing Library, the American School Library, delivering milk to refugee 
camps, etc., etc.) We hope, with the return of Mr. Usmani and Mr. Kurshid, that 
they, together with Mr. Moid and Mr. Huq and the help of my brother who is 
going to Pakistan this June, will be able to present the Vice-Chancellor with a 


permanent indigenous Faculty necessary for a graduate degree school of Library 
Science. 


The fourth objective, assistance, when asked, to libraries and librarians in 
Pakistan, could only be partially carried out since requests for help, especially in 
the last year, were many more than could be granted. There were at least three 
projects which stand out. The first was the planning of a library for the Govern- 
ment School of Commerce in Chittagang in East Pakistan. This, of course, re- 
quired us to go to East Pakistan, where we were given a tea by the East Pakistan 
Library Association in Dacca. On our way back we stopped in Calcutta where we 
visited the National Library of India, a really fine library of about 1,000,000 
volumes, formerly the Imperial Library. It was not out of the way to stop in Delhi 
and visit the University of Delhi Library and the Delhi Public Library. Then 
Dorothy Spofford, Director of Libraries for the U. S. Information Service in Lahore, 
asked us to help her plan bookmobile service in her area with two bookmobiles just 
received from the United States. Our only regret was that we could not return 
for the inaugural trip. But I suppose our greatest luck was in being invited to 
Swat, a tribal state at the foothills (only 15,000 feet) of the Himalayas, to plan 
a library building for Jehanzeb College, named after the Wali of Swat, the heredi- 
tary ruler. It is in a perfectly beautiful valley surrounded by snow-capped moun- 
tains. The Wali had built elementary and secondary schools and the college, and 
now wanted to add a library building to serve both for the college and the literate 
residents of Sdidu Sharif, the capitol. We had lunch with him at his official res- 
idence, where he had two picture windows to end all picture windows, with a view 
from either the dining room or the drawing room out over his formal gardens, 
down the green valley with its rushing mountain stream flanked by flowering 
trees to the snow-capped mountains in the distance. 


There was one more event which seems worthy of note. The Executive Coun- 
cil of the Pakistan Library Association just being formed were kind enough to ask 
me in as their advisor during their first meeting (the Asia Foundation, at my 
suggestion, had furnished transportation for six members of the Council from 
East Pakistan.) We thrashed out organizational matters and wrote a constitution. 
They also named me on the program committee for the first annual conference 
which was held in Karachi and inaugurated by the then President of Pakistan, 
Major General Iskander Mirza. I also acted as reporter for the general meetings 
held during the two day conference. 
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While not mentioned as an objective, I did compile and the Institute published 
two bibliographies (both came off the press the day we left Karachi). One was 
Government of Pakistan publications, 1947-1957, a listing, with index, of all the 
publications of the Government in those years. The other, Star and Crescent, is 
a selected and annotated bibliography of books in English about Pakistan published 
throughout the world during the years 1947-1957. 


The librarians, like the rest of the people of Pakistan, were most friendly, 
courteous and cooperative. Certainly they were appreciative of our help. I think 
we made some good friends whom we look forward to seeing again when we go 
back to take a quick look ten years later, we hope. 


High-lights in Public Library Activities 
by Miss NETTIE B. TAYLOR, 


Supervisor of County and Institution Libraries, State Division of Library Extension 


Librarians in Maryland’s public libraries have spent a busy year with the 
initiation of new plans, programs and patterns of development and with participa- 
tion in several state and regional conferences. 


Conferences 


The Division of Library Extension and the State Department of Education 
held three conferences for public librarians. The first addressed to library trustees 
and public librarians of state-aided libraries was held on December 11, 1958, at 
the Lord Baltimore Hotel and attended by more than 60 persons. Dr. Lowell 
Martin, Dean, Graduate Library School, Rutgers University, spoke on, “Maryland 
Public Libraries of the Future” emphasizing the need for more variety and depth 
in book collections and for more specialized staff to render special services in order 
to make the public library an effective source of information and continuing educa- 
tion. In the afternoon Mr. Channing Bete, Trustee, Greenfield, (Massachusetts) 
Public Library, gave a lively and amusing illustrated talk on the “Importance of 
the Library Trustee.” A panel of trustees discussed ways to implement library 
service in the state. 


“Cooperation” was the theme of three regional conferences for trustees and 
librarians held on January 11, 12, 13, 1959 in Leonardtown, Frederick, and Easton. 
Miss Evelyn Day Mullen, Library Services Branch, U. 8S. Office of Education, dis- 
cussed the values of cooperation as a means to achieving better library services, 
the types of cooperation which had been most advantageous and the experiments 
and cooperative practices now in operation in other states. The film, “Books for 
All” was shown to demonstrate an effective cooperative library system. Small 
groups discussed plans and possible cooperative library activities in their own area. 


On March 18, 1959, fifty-seven librarians attended a one-day workshop on, 
“Public Library Work with Young Adults.” Consultants and speakers—Mrs. 
Margaret Edwards, Coordinator of Work with Young People, Enoch Pratt Free 
Library; Miss Mary Helen Mahar, Specialist for School and Children’s Libraries, 
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Library Services Branch, U. S. Office of Education, and Dr. David W. Zimmerman, 
Assistant State Superintendent, Maryland State Department of Education, covered 
such topics as who is the young adult, his needs and interest, ways of making adult 
books and library guidance services available to him, stimulating his interest in 
reading and his desire for information and working with schools and other institu- 
tions and agencies serving youth. These problems also were discussed more fully 
in small groups and the questions raised were commented on by a panel of librarians. 
Numerous book lists and other materials on young adult service were distributed. 


New Libraries and Library Systems 


In January 1958 the Carroll County Library was established, culminating a 
year of intensive campaigning and publicity by citizen groups in Carroll County. 
In the summer of 1958, Miss Margaret Hoefer was appointed librarian. 


In August 1958 Calvert County established a county library bringing to six- 
teen the number of counties with county libraries under the 1945 Public Libraries 
Law. ' 


An interesting development in cooperative and consolidated library service is 
now in operation in the Southern Maryland counties of Calvert, Charles and St. 
Mary’s. The three library boards of trustees have entered into a contractual agree- 
ment to share the services of a professional library administrator, to employ jointly 
the staff for technical processing and. to encourage free use of all libraries by all 
residents in the area. Miss Doris Holmes, formerly Charles County librarian, is 
now in charge of library services in the three counties. Mrs. Angennetta Bittner, 
acting librarian of St. Mary’s County, is in charge of ordering and technical 
processing with one full-time clerical assistant. Transportation and supply costs 
are borne jointly; other library expenses and services remain the function of each 
individual county under the direction of the board of trustees and the tri-county 
librarian. 


Report of School librarians’ Workshop, 
February 6-7, 1959 


by Miss DorotHy A. McGINNIss, 


Supervisor of Library Services, Baltimore County Board of Education 


On February 6 and 7, 1959 in the Sheraton-Belvedere Hotel in Baltimore about 
400 people attended a state-wide meeting of school] librarians. In addition to school 
librarians, from all but one of the counties and Baltimore City, were public 
librarians, principals, general subject supervisors and superintendents. 


The theme of the conference was THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF BOOKS. 
A feature which especially met with approval was the presence of carefully selected 
groups of books in various fields and on various levels for examination. 


The tone of the conference was set by the opening address by Miss Virginia 
McJenkin, Director, Fulton County, Georgia School Libraries, on intelligent selection 
and use of materials for the school library. Miss McJenkin pointed out the changes 
in the modern world and in education which have made school library collections 
so much more significant. She mentioned especially unit type instruction, individual- 
ized reading, and emphasis on better training of the gifted. 
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Following this inspirational talk, the audience divided into groups interested 
in elementary school books, science books for all levels, all types of reading for 
junior and senior high schools, and reference books. At the meetings of these 
groups, leaders were present and carefully selected books were available for ex- 
amination accompanied by discussion. 


At the same time, meetings were held for those who wanted to discuss book 
selection problems, problems in selecting and using audio visual materials, work- 
ing with pupil assistants, giving library instruction, and running libraries in private 
schools. 


A luncheon was served at which Dr. David W. Zimmerman, Assistant State 
Superintendent, Maryland State Department of Education, showed how the library 
service program has developed in Maryland during the last few years. He pointed 
out what a great opportunity there is now for school librarians to make an impor- 
tant contribution to education in this state. 


The first part of the afternoon was devoted to talking about selecting and using 
books to enrich units of study. Miss McJenkin talked about science materials for 
a fourth grade to the elementary school group while Miss Dorothy McGinniss 
worked out with those interested in junior and senior high level a unit on the 
Westward Movement in American History. 


The rest of the afternoon was used for further examination of the books dis- 
cussed in the morning. A special meeting was scheduled at this time devoted ex- 
clusively to the selection of books for senior high school of which Miss Mary Helen 
Mahar, Specialist for School and Children’s Libraries, U. S. Office of Education, 
was the leader. 


At 7:00 P.M. at a dinner meeting Dr. Thomas G. Pullen, Jr., State Superintend- 
ent of Schools, greeted the participants; and Mr. Lionel Landry, Regional Director 
of the Foreign Policy Association, talked on “Education for Survival.” He pointed 
up the importance of librarians in giving a picture of this new world to the chil- 
dren and young people who must make its survival possible. 


On Saturday Dr. James A. Sensenbaugh, Superintendent of Schools, Frederick 
County, made clear what he and other superintendents expect of librarians while 
Miss Graham, in looking ahead with Maryland School Librarians, posed questions 
librarians can ask to evaluate themselves in terms of what the world must expect 
of them. 


Again the audience separated into interest groups. Some heard about book 
talks from Miss Johann Klick, Librarian for New Schools, Baltimore City, and 
Miss Elaine Fiedler, Librarian, School No. 43, Baltimore City. Others saw a demon- 
stration of Weston Woods filmstrips, films, and records in terms of how they can 
be used in the lower elementary school to enhance children’s experiences with 
picture books; Miss Nancy McGinnies, Children’s Librarian, Baltimore County 
Public Library, was the leader. Those interested in the upper elementary school 
heard a talk on the use of the Landmark records and filmstrips in connection with 
American History by Miss Mary Frances Shepperd, Librarian, Oakleigh Elementary 
School, Baltimore County. 


At the end of the morning all the participants came together once more for 
a panel discussion on “Next Steps in Book Selection” at which Miss McJenkin pre- 
sided. The elementary librarians were represented on the panel by Miss Katharine 
Parry, Librarian, Towson Elementary School, Baltimore County, and the high 
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school group, by Miss Elizabeth Stickley, Librarian, Montgomery County. Miss 
Dorothy McGinniss and Miss Mary Helen Mahar were also on the panel. The 
meeting ended with everyone having many ideas to take home to mull over and, 
it is hoped, to bring to fruition in introducing to children and young people all over 
Maryland with more inspiration THIS WONDERFUL WORLD OF BOOKS. 

Miss Mae Graham, Supervisor of School and Children’s Libraries, Maryland 
State Department of Education, was in charge of planning assisted by a committee 
of supervisors of library services: Mrs. Louise B. Bennett, Prince Georges County; 
Mr. Murray L. Andrews of Montgomery County; Miss Alice L. Robinson of Fred- 
erick County; Miss M. Bernice Wiese and Miss Olive Mumford of Baltimore City; 
Miss Elizabeth Hodges and Miss Dorothy McGinniss of Baltimore County. 


long Range Planning for the 
Baltimore County Public library 


by RicHARD D. MINNICH, Librarian 
The Baltimore County Public Library now has a long range plan for develop- 
ment of public library service. After a ten year struggle to gain recognition of 
library needs and more substantial support for libraries, this plan is proving a 
focal point to arouse public interest. 


A definite plan for library development was first considered by the Board of 
Library Trustees in 1953 when the County Librarian presented a “Tentative 
Proposal for the Future Development of the Baltimore County Public Library.” 
This plan called for a capital expenditure of $3,000,000 and an annual budget of 
over $600,000. At the time this plan was presented, there were no reliable esti- 
mates of future population available. Because of this fact, together with the 
rapidly changing picture in Baltimore County, no action was taken. 


In July, 1955, the Baltimore County Planning Board asked each County De- 
partment to submit plans for a six-year improvement program for the years 
1957-1962. This action was necessary according to a new law requiring that all 
future bond issues in Baltimore County be approved by the voters at a general 
election. 


The Board of Library Trustees used the original 1953 plan, plus several addi- 
tional library units, in submitting its request. This request proposed eighteen 
libraries and a central headquarters at a capital cost of $4,830,673, and an esti- 
mated annual budget of $650,000 at the end of the six-year program. The Planning 
Board postponed recommendations on library buildings from the bond issues of 
1957-1958 to later years on the basis (1) there was no legal authority for the 
County to issue bonds for library buildings, and (2) no comprehensive survey of 
library needs had been made by outside authorities. 


The first of these objections was taken care of promptly. The first bill intro- 
duced and passed by the County Council, established under a new charter form 
of government, authorized the issuing of bonds for library buildings and for 
recreation purposes. 


The Board of Library Trustees immediately took steps to rectify the second 
objection by investigating the possibilities of a survey of library needs; and in 
September, 1956, engaged Dr. Lowell Martin, Dean of the Graduate School of 
Library Service of Rutgers University, as chief Library Consultant for such a 
project. Dr. Martin selected Miss Mary V. Gaver as Consultant on Service to Chil- 
dren and Young People, and Mr. James E. Bryan as Consultant on Buildings. 
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It was decided in the beginning that the survey would be more effective if it 
were a combination survey by local people and outside consultants rather than 
outside consultants only. Therefore, a committee of the professional members of 
the Baltimore County Library staff was formed to work with Dr. Martin and his 
assistants. Meetings of this committee were begun late in September, 1956, and 
were held every month until late in 1957, when revisions of the tentative draft of 
the survey report were made. 

The survey was outlined and guided by the consultants with the staff com- 
mittee furnishing information and discussion of problems raised. The consultants 
assumed the responsibility for writing the final report and making the recommenda- 
tions of future needs. This method of procedure, proved highly satisfactory from 
the point of view of stimulating the library staff and giving them an opportunity 
to participate in the planning process; as well as enabling the outside consultants 
to become aware of local problems and local needs. 

The survey in general recommends the establishment of six area libraries to 
serve as reference centers for populations of about 100,000; eight community 
libraries to serve communities of 20,000; five neighborhood book centers for neigh- 
borhoods of 10,000; and four bookmobiles to bring service to scattered populations 
in rural and fringe areas. The estimated capital cost of this program is $6,130,500 
(not including cost of sites) and an annual operating budget of $1,250,000 at 1958 
costs. 

The plan recognizes the fact that with a service area of 610 square miles, not 
every community can have complete library service. Each unit is planned to bring 
the best possible service to each community, depending on the number of people 
to be served. The larger units are spaced in such a way that most County residents 
will not be more than fifteen minutes by car from a substantial reference center. 

The Board of Library Trustees, in a series of special meetings, went over the 
survey page by page. In August, 1958, it issued an attractively printed pamphlet 
containing the Board’s official recommendations for future library development. 

Both the original survey and the recommendations of the Board received wide- 
spread publicity in the metropolitan and County papers. A colored slide talk has 
been prepared and is being given to many County organizations and groups. Staff 
members are taking every opportunity to talk with individuals and groups explain- 
ing the plan and asking public support for it. 

For the most part, public reaction has been favorable. The emphasis of 
present deficiencies of library service together with the presentation of a sound 
plan to correct these deficiencies has focused more public attention on libraries 
and is stimulating support for such service. 

In November of last year, the voters approved issuing bonds for $650,000 for 
library buildings. This amount will build one area library and secure a site for 
a second library. In 1960, the voters again will be asked to approve additional 
funds for library buildings. 

Thus, a start has been made to implement the new library plan for Baltimore 
County. This in itself is a major achievement. However, at the present planned 
rate of expenditures for library buildings, it would take twenty years to complete 
the proposed six-year program. With Baltimore County growing so rapidly, at 
the end of twenty years we would be as far behind in adequate library service as 
we now are. 

The task that lies ahead is a continued program of informing our citizens of 
library needs, securing understanding of and support for our library plan. At least 
we now have something concrete to talk about, and with the completion of our first 
area library, we will have something to point to and demonstrate with. We know 
that the future will not be easy, but we look forward to it with confidence. 
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A.L.A. Pre-Conference, University of Maryland 
June 18-20, 1959 
library Buildings and Equipment lnstitute* 


Thursday June 18, 1959 


1:00 Registration Check-in 
Lobby—McKeldin Library 
6:00 Banquet 
Rotary Ro 0 m—University 
Dining Hall 
Presiding: 
Keith Doms 
Assistant Director 
Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
burgh 
Welcome to the University 
Howard Rovelstad 
Director of Libraries 
University of Maryland 
Address: 
PROBLEMS OF CONTEM- 
PORARY PLANNING 
Paul Schweikher 
Dean, School of Architecture 
Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
nology 
8:30 Library Tour and Social Hour 


Friday June 19, 1959 
8:30 Registration Check-in 
Lobby—McKeldin Library 
10:00 Morning Session 
Presiding: 
Howard M. Rowe 
Chief Librarian 
San Bernardino Free Public 
Library 
EQUIPMENT LAY-OUT 
PLANS AND LIBRARY 
INTERIORS 
Martin Van Buren 
Interiors Consultant 
Atlanta, Georgia 
12:00 Lunch 
2:00 LIBRARY EQUIPMENT 
Small Group Discussions 
5:00 Adjournment 
6:30 Dinner 








8:00 Evening Session 
Presiding: 
Harold L. Roth 
Assistant Director 
East Orange Public Library 
LIBRARY LIGHTING 
K. L. Williams 
Atlantic Region Engineer 
Westinghouse Electric Corpo- 
ration 
HEATING AND VENTILAT- 
ING 
Chester H. Hosmer 
Chief, Air Conditioning, Ven- 
tilating and Heating Sec- 
tion 
Government Services Admin- 
istration 
Discussion Period 
10:00 Adjournment 
Saturday June 20, 1959 
9:30 LIBRARY PLANNING 
Small Group Discussions and 
Criticism of School, College, 
and Public Library Plans 
2:00 Lunch 
2:00 Morning Group Discussions 
Continued 
5:00 Adjournment 
6:00 Dinner 
8:00 Closing Session 
Presiding: 
M. Bernice Wiese 
Supervisor of School Librar- 
ies 
Baltimore City Department 
of Education 
GETTING THE MOST FOR 
YOUR MONEY 
Panel Leader: 
Charles M. Mohrhardt 
Associate Director 
Detroit Public Libraries 
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Panelists: American Institute of Archi- 
Harold Horowitz tects 
Technical Secretary Chatelain, Gauger and Nolan 
Building Research Institute Ralph A. Ulveling 
National Academy of Science Director 
Leon Chatelain, Jr., F.A.LA. Detroit Public Library 
Past President 








*Basic registration fee will be $15.25 (payable in advance), or $26.00 (payable 
in advance) including room and board. ALA section fee of $10.00 payable on ar- 
rival. Banquet (Thursday, June 18, 6 P.M.) $3.25 payable in advance. 


Make your check or money order payable to the University of Maryland. 


Please note that registrations will not be considered complete unless accom- 
panied by all fees due. 


Mail your check to: Director of Institutes, University College, University of 
Maryland, College Park, Md. 
Registration will be closed on June 8, 1959 


Maryland State Documents 
October 1958-February 1959 


Edited by HARRY E. FOSTER, Technical Counselor, Division of Library Exten- 
sion, State Department of Education, Baltimore: 


Bank Commissioner. 

48th annual report [1957. Baltimore] 1958. 41 p. 
Board of Natural Resources. 

14th annual report, 1957. Annapolis [1957] 188 p. illus. 
Comptroller’s Office. 

Annual report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1958. [Annapolis, 1958] 
125 p. illus. 

Comptroller’s Office. Retail Sales Tax Division. 

11th annual statistical report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1958. Baltimore, 
1958. 29 p. 

Court of Appeals. 

Maryland reports. Cases adjudged in the Court of Appeals of Maryland at 
Sept. term, 1957. Opinions in ordinary cases and opinions in applications 
for leave to appeal habeas corpus cases. Vol. 215. Charlottesville, Va., 
Michie Co., 1958. 808 p. 

Court of Appeals. 

Maryland reports. Cases adjudged in the Court of Appeals of Maryland at 
Oct. term, 1956 and Sept. term, 1957. Opinions in ordinary cases and 
opinions in applications for leave to appeal habeas corpus cases. Vol. 214. 
Charlottesville, Va., Michie Co., 1958. 811 p. 
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Dept. of Education. 

91st annual report showing condition of the public schools of Maryland for the 

year ending June 30, 1957. Baltimore [1958] 253 p. 
Dept. of Education. 

Directory of school officials in State of Maryland, 1958-59. Baltimore, 1958. 

70 p. 
Dept. of Education. 

Maryland nonpublic academic schools approved by the State Superintendent 

of Schools, June 30, 1958. [Baltimore, 1958] 28 p. 
Dept. of Education. 

Planning for effective learning: Children with special needs. Issued for the 
superintendents committee on curriculum and supervision. [Rev. Balti- 
more] 1958. 36 p. 

Dept. of Geology, Mines and Water Resources. Bureau of Mines. 

35th annual report, calendar year 1957. [Annapolis, 1958] 22 p. 

Dept. of Health. 

Public health in Maryland; a report, 1956 and 1957. Baltimore [1958-?] 64 p. 
illus. 

Dept. of Health. Bureau of Medical Services and Hospitals. 

Maryland County Medical Care Program; statistical highlights for 1957-58 
fiscal year with similar data for three previous years. [Baltimore, 1958] 
4 p. 

Dept. of Motor Vehicles. 
42d annual report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1958. [Baltimore, 1958] 
38 p. illus. 
Dept. of Post Mortem Examiners. 
19th annual report, 1957. [Baltimore, 1958] 36 p. 
Dept. of Research and Education. 

Annual report, 1957 [by] L. Eugen Cronin. Reprinted from fourteenth annual 

report, Maryland Board of Natural Resources. Solomons, 1958. 36 p. illus. 
Dept. of Research and Education. 

Contributions [including some reprints from various sources. Issued at Solo- 
mons, 1958-59] : 

108. Abundance of the hard clam Mercenaria mercenaria in relation to environ- 
mental factors, by Harry W. Wells.—111. The breeding behavior of the 
southern blacknose dace, Rhinichthys atratulus obtusus Agassiz, by Frank 
J. Schwartz.—112. Eggs, larvae and young of the striped bass, Roccus 
saxatilis, by Romeo Mansueti.—113. The development of anal spines and 
soft-rays in young striped bass, Roccus saxatilis, by Romeo Mansueti.— 
114. Tooth impressions as an aid in the determination of the age in deer 
[by] V. F. Flyger.—115. Food, growth and sexual dimorphism of the red- 
side dace Clinostomus elongatus (Kirtland) in Linesville Creek, Crawford 
County, Pennsylvania [by] Frank J. Schwartz [and] John Norvell.—119. 
Distribution and ecology of whistling swans in the Chesapeake Bay Region, 
by Robert E. Stewart and Joseph H. Manning. 

Dept. of Research and Education. 

Deer checking: how and why, by V. F. Flyger. Reprinted from Maryland 

Conservationist, Jan. 1958. [Solomons, 1958] 4 p. 
Dept. of Research and Education. 

Exploratory survey of tidewater bottom, Somerset County, Maryland; a pre- 
liminary report [by] J. H. Manning [and] H. T. Pfitzenmeyer. Solomons, 
1958. 6 p. illus. (Its Resources study report 12) 
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Dept. of Research and Education. 

Maryland weather [by] Byron L. Ashbaugh [and] G. N. Brancato. 2d ed. 

Solomons, 1958. 48 p. illus. (Its Educational series, 38) 
Dept. of Research and Education. 

Miscellaneous publications [reprinted from various sources. Issued at Solo- 
mons, 1958-59] 

The Cranesville Pine Swamp, by Romeo Mansueti—Threadfin shad, by Frank 
J. Schwartz.—Lampreys of West Virginia, by Frank J. Schwartz.—The 
hickory shad unmasked, by Romeo Mansueti. 

Dept. of Research and Education. 

The status of white-tailed deer in Maryland, 1956, by V. F. Flyger. Solomons, 

1958. 9 p. illus. (Its Resource study report 13) 
Employees’ Retirement System. 

16th annual report of the Board of, Trustees of the Employees’ Retirement 
System of the State of Maryland, together with the report of the actuary 
on the 16th valuation. Baltimore [1958] 20 p. 

Laws, statutes, ete. 

Laws of the State of Maryland [and] Journals of the Senate and House of 
Delegates of Maryland, special session, Mar. 13, 1958. Baltimore, King 
Bros., State printers, 1958. 3 no. in 1 v. 

Laws, statutes, etc. 

Laws of the State of Maryland [and] Journals of the Senate and House of 
Delegates of Maryland, special session, June 13, 1958. Baltimore, King 
Bros., State printers, 1958. 3 no. in 1 v. 

Laws, statutes, etc. 

The public school laws of Maryland. Baltimore, 1958. 218 p. (Maryland. State 

Dept. of Education. Maryland school bulletin, v. 36, no. 2) 
Legislative Council. 
Report to the General Assembly of 1959. Proposed bills. Special committee 
reports. [Baltimore, 1958] 230 p. 
Legislative Council. Committee on Taxation and Fiscal Matters. 
Report, 1958. [Baltimore, 1958] 66 p. illus. 
Legislative Council. Research Division. 
Condemnation in Maryland, by Lois Macht. Baltimore, 1958. 26 p. (Its Re- 
search report 31) 
Legislative Council. Research Division. 

The grand jury, by R. Lee Benson. Baltimore, 1958. 42 p. (Its Research re- 

port 32) 
Roads: Commission. 

General highway map. Baltimore 1958. 1958 revisions of the following county 
maps, prepared in cooperation with the U. S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau 
of Public Roads; data obtained from State-wide Highway Planning Sur- 
vey: Allegheny, Calvert, Carroll, Kent, Somerset. 

State Library. 

A selected list of law books available in the Maryland State Library, including 
a brief history of the Library, compiled by Nelson J. Molter and Ruth D. 
Burton. Rev. ed. Annapolis, 1958. 152 p. 

State Planning Commission. 
News letter, v. 12, no. 1, Jan. 1959. 6 p. illus. monthly. 
State Planning Commission. 

A study of institutional needs for delinquent children and youthful offenders 

of the State of Maryland. [Baltimore] 1958. 57 p. 
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University. Bureau of Business and Economic Research. 
Fresh water from the sea: conversion of salt and brackish water. College 
Park [1958] 12 p. (Its studies in business and economics, v. 12, no. 3) 


University. Bureau of Business and Economic Research. 
Carroll County; an economic survey. College Park [1958] 12 p. illus. (Its 
Studies in business and economics, v. 12, no. 2) 


University. Bureau of Governmental Research. 
Equilibrium and change in American politics, by E. E. Schattschneider. Col- 
lege Park, 1958. 18 p. (Studies in government) 


University. Bureau of Governmental Research. 
Municipal revenue sources in Maryland, by Maurice E. O’Donnell. College 
Park, 1958. 31 p. (Its Studies in government) 


University. Bureau of Governmental Research. 
Summit diplomacy; personal diplomacy of the President of the United States, 
by Elmer Plischke. College Park, 1958. 125 p. (Its Studies in government) 
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THE FREEDOM TO KNOW 


Newsletter of the Intellectual Freedom Committee of the Maryland Library Association 





No4 ~~ December, 1958 





/ntellectual Freedom Committee Activities 
1958-1959 


At the request of the Executive Board and the President of the Association, 
the 1958-1959 Maryland Library Association Committee on Intellectual Freedom 
continued for another year. The members of the Committee are: Mrs. Elizabeth 
Abolin, Chairman, Miss Madeline Evers, Miss Margaret Rohrbaugh, Mr. Robert 
G. Bailey, Mrs. Marion Stewart, Miss Nettie Taylor, Miss Mae Graham, Miss Evelyn 
Levy and Miss Sarah Cockey, Ex Officio. 


In October, 1958, at the first meeting the reasons for the Committee’s existence 
were reviewed. The American Library Association Committee on Intellectual Free- 
dom in 1948 asked each state to appoint a state committee 


1—To be responsible for investigating any attempt at censorship 
within the state 
2—To record and take such action as may be necesary to safe- 
guard the freedom of library users in accordance with 
a—The Constitution 
b—The Bill of Rights of the United States 
c—The Library’s Bill of Rights 
3—To watch proposed state legislation 
4—To carry on an educational campaign to acquaint librarians 
with the problem. 


Ten years later these reasons sound more valid than ever. And so the state com- 
mittee for Maryland continues. 


Next, lists were distributed with a quotation from “Frontiers of Peace” by 
David K. Berninghausen in LIBRARY JOURNAL, July, 1951. The quotation was 
a listing of these six definite steps for librarians to take where freedom of selec- 
tion is attacked—Notify your state committee on intellectual freedom, describing 
the incident and asking for advice; Be sure your facts and data are correct; With 
any problem threatening freedom of thought and inquiry, go to your local editor 
and lay the cards on the table for counsel and aid, newspaper people can help; 
Enlist the help of other respected citizens; Take the problem up with your trustees 
and ask your trustees to study the Library Bill of Rights with a view to adopting 
it as your library’s policy if they have not already done so; Encourage your 
library staff to understand the problems of censorship, free speech and intellectual 
freedom. 


This brought the Committee to a consideration of objectives for 1958-1959— 


1—To watch for censorship attacks and legislation and take such 
action as was deemed advisable 
2—To further the cause of intellectual freedom 
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in other words, not only to watch and wait, but initiate! 


The Committee believed the furthering of written book selection policies in 
libraries to be one means of implementing the cause of intellectual freedom. Plans 
were made to encourage the writing of book selection policies in the public, school, 
and college libraries of the state. At this point, the Committee will appreciate it 
if any library in Maryland having a written book selection policy will send a copy 
to Miss Nettie Taylor, Supervisor of County and Institutional Libraries, Maryland 
State Department of Education, Library Extension Division, 400 Cathedral Street, 
Baltimore 1, Maryland. 


Activities of committees and groups within the state to protect the morals of 
youth, such as the “Mayor’s Committee for Decency” of Baltimore, and a similar 
“Committee for Decency” in Annapolis became numerous during the winter, finally 
resulting in the presentation of House Bill No. 23 and Senate Bill No. 61. 


House Bill No. 23 proposes amendments to tighten Sections 418 and 421 of 
Article 27 of the Annotated Code of Maryland on “Obscene and Other Objectionable 
Publications,” making employers responsible for employees’ sales of such publica- 
tions and making it illegal to display such material where minors can peruse it. 


Senate Bill No. 61 proposes to authorize the Maryland State Board of Cen- 
sors to ban obscene films for children 18 years of age and under. 


A Sub-committee of the MLA Intellectual Freedom Committee composed of 
Miss Nettie Taylor, Miss Evelyn Levy and Miss Margaret Rohrbaugh, Chairman, 
finished drafting the following statement on FREEDOM OF INQUIRY which was 
accepted by the Executive Board just in time for it to prove its value. 


The members of the Maryland Library Association, in common with 
all citizens concerned for the well-being of the community, recognize that 
freedom of inquiry is one of the cornerstones of a democratic society. 


The members recognize that it is the responsibility of every tolerant, 
rational and informed citizen to resist encroachments upon that freedom 
by individuals or groups seeking to impose their own standards or tastes 
upon the community at large. 


The members recognize that it is the right of any group, political or 
sectarian, to recommend to its members that they abstain from the read- 
ing of printed materials of which such a group may disapprove; that it is 
the right and duty of parents to exercise control upon the reading matter 
they consider suitable or unsuitable for their children. 


The members believe that the functioning of the American democracy 
presupposes the existence of an adult society possessed of the ability, if left 
to itself, to distinguish freely between the meretricious and the valuable, be- 
tween obscenity and decency, between banality and creative vigor. 


It is the belief of the members of the Association that there is great 
danger in legislative or coercive action which seeks to impose criteria 
against which communication media must. be judged. 


Therefore, the members of the Maryland Library Association are op- 
posed in principle to any such action. 
Copies of the statement were mailed to 556 public and college libraries in Mary- 
land and Miss Mae Graham introduced and distributed copies at the School 
Librarians Workshop in Baltimore, February 6 and 7, 1959. 
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At the Joint Hearing on the censorship bills held by both the House and 
Senate Judiciary Committees on February 11, 1959, in the House Chamber, the 
Chairman of the Intellectual Freedom Committee read the following statement 
putting the Maryland Library Association on record as opposing these bills. 


The Maryland Library Association, an organization representing 
more than 500 school, public, college, special librarians and library trustees 
in the State of Maryland, wish to go on record as opposing in principle 
legislative attempts to censor. 


The Association acknowledges the right of any group, including par- 
ents, to recommend to its own members what printed materials to read or 
not to read; or what movies to see or not to see. 


But, it is the belief of the members of the Association that there is 
great danger in legislative or coercive action which seeks to impose criteria 
against which communication media must be judged. 


All Judiciary Committee Members and representatives of the press were given 


copies of the MLA FREEDOM OF INQUIRY statement and the statement read 
in the House. 


According to the American Library Annual and Book Trade Almanac for 
1959, at least 11 states enacted one or more new censorship laws during the past 
year to bolster already existing statutes, and more legislation was being drafted. 
The MLA Intellectual Freedom Committee will continue to be ready to do all it 
can to promote a climate for free inquiry in Maryland. 


ELIZABETH ABOLIN, 
Chairman, MLA Intellectual Freedom Committee 





@ We now stock 2000 recommended pre bound titles. 


@ We also stock 425 Supplementary Readers. Paper covers are pre- 
bound, the balance in regular Publisher’s cloth editions. (Good). 


@ 98% of the titles are in stock at all times. 


@ You'll like our lowest prices and SUDDEN SERVICE and our won- 
derful PARAGON BINDINGS. 


DON R. PHILLIPS: INC. 
P.O. BOX 57 
VANDALIA: MICHIGAN 
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newsletter on Intellectual Freedom 


INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Some Information About the CIF NEWSLETTER 


Contents: In 1959, as it has in the past, the Newsletter on Intellectual 
Freedom will bring its readers as complete a report as possible of the news all 
along the fronts of intellectual freedom—the freedom to read, to see, to write, and 
to hear—along with special reports on such matters as state legislative activities, 
court decisions, and local developments affecting (and reflecting) the climate in 
which librarians play such a vital role. . 


Sources of information: The Newsletter’s contents are based largely on re- 
ports from individual librarians, and on newspaper accounts as furnished by a 
nation-wide clipping service. 


Use: Published primarily for librarians, the Newsletter’s first value is to 
librarians and trustees, who are so intimately concerned with the public’s “right to 
know,” but other library patrons, especially teachers and students, find it useful. 
Within the library, it is often placed on routing for reading by staff before being 
shelved. Some libraries place multiple subscriptions to facilitate staff, trustee, and 
patron use. 


SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 


Subscription cost: $2.00 per year, 4 issues (March, June, September, December). 
All subscriptions are entered on a calendar year basis. 


Placement and payment of subscriptions are handled by Miss Edith Krentz, 
Subscriptions Department, ALA Headquarters, 50 E. Huron Street, Chicago 11, 
Illinois. All checks or money orders should be made payable to: CIF NEWS- 
LETTER. 





INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM IS YOUR BUSINESS 
THE CIF NEWSLETTER 


SUBSCRIBE TO 
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